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Journey to the Western Islands of Scotland (1775) is a travel narrative by Samuel Johnson about an eighty-three-day journey through Scotland, in
particular the islands of the Hebrides, in the late summer and autumn of 1773. The sixty-three-year-old Johnson was accompanied by his thirty-two-
year-old friend of many years James Boswell, who was also keeping a record of the trip, published in 1785 as A Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides.
The two narratives are often published as a single volume, which is beneficial for comparing two perspectives of the same events, although they are
very different in approach---Johnson focused on Scotland, and Boswell focused on Johnson. (Boswell went on to write a famous biography of
Johnson.) Highland Scotland was still a relatively wild place in 1773. Marauding privateers and slave-ships worked the coasts (seven slavers were
reported in 1774 alone). The destruction of Scottish forests was in full swing. The Scottish clan system had been dismantled by Act of Parliament, the
population had been disarmed and wearing of the tartan was prohibited. Scotch whisky was distilled illegally and profusely (Johnson noted the
custom of the skalk, or drinking whisky before breakfast). The rule of law was by no means properly established, and the power of the clan
chieftains was curtailed but was often the only real authority. Johnson and Boswell toured the Highlands and islands by carriage, on horseback and
by boat, planning the stages of their journey to stay at the houses of the local gentry. They were astounded when they visited their colleague Lord
Monboddo at Monboddo House and saw him in his primitive attire as a farmer, a quite different picture from hisimage as an...
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