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***** From the intro: THE story of Graziella is a leaf torn from the personal memoires of the famous French historian, poet and orator who wrote it,
-brightened by his smiles and moistened with his tears. Had it not been for Graziella, Les Confidences of Lamartine might never have been published.
Many years after this Italian romance of his youth as late as 1843 Lamartine went into retreat on the island of Ischia to write his History of the
Girondists. He was in sight of the isle of Procida where Graziella had lived and he had loved, and his hours of recreation were passed under the
shade of a lemon tree, writing out the recollections of this charming episode. It was while he was thus engaged one day, that his friend, Eugene
Pelletan, surprised him with a visit. Pelletan was curious to know what Lamartine was doing, and the latter, on the impulse, read him a few pages
from his journal. Pelletan was much moved at the recital, and, when he returned to Paris, told a publisher of that city he might make his fortune if
he could secure these recollections of Lamartine s youth. The following Autumn, when Lamartine had returned home, he received a letter from the
publisher offering him any price he would name for his journal. Though the improvident author was then in embarrassed circumstances, he
declined the offer. Some years before, he had purchased the estate at Milly on borrowed money, that he might die in the old homestead. He was
now forced to part with a portion of it. A week after the first offer for the Recollections, came another letter from Paris...
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