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his capacity to carry through whatever he undertook. VISIT TO THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS, 1867-1868.
The war over, Powell returned to his home in Illinois and was nominated clerk of Du Page County,
Illinois, at a good salary; but at the same time he was offered an appointment more to his liking,
though at a lower salary, as professor of geology in Illinois Wesleyan College, at Bloomington; this
he accepted. A later appointment was that of lecturer and curator of the museum at the Illinois
Normal University at Normal, near Bloomington. The young professor took his classes into the field,
had an active part in public discussions in favor of introducing more science in college programs,
and influenced the State legislature to advance science teaching in the Normal University. In the
summer of 1867 Powell, at the age of thirty-three, struck out on...
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