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treatment system ( e. g. , drug court ) is perceived as expensive to implement, and data are needed to demonstrate that such treatment reduces
costs in the long run. Cost-benefit analysis is sometimes confused with cost effectiveness analysis. Cost effectiveness analysis compares the relative
cost of several programs to achieve some given outcome. It is easier to accomplish than cost-benefit analysis since it does not require that the
outcomes of the programs be expressed in economic terms. Cost-benefit analysis places economic value both on the cost of a program and the
benefits that its outcomes might produce. Much of the literature on cost and cost-benefit research has been focused on assessing the impact of
substance abuse treatment alone. This is somewhat easier, since the costs are incurred primarily in one system ( the treatment system ). However,
with the advent of drug courts in the last few years there is a growing need to identify cost-benefit approaches that can be applied to drug courts
with all the complexities involved in a combined systems model. Issues in a cost analysis of the effects of drug courts The purpose of this section is to
describe some of the issues that arise in determining costs in drug courts. These issues require decisions to be made by the researcher that affect the
research design. We will discuss some of these issues and the strategies we have adopted in our research design in order to address them. These
issues are as follows: Use of Client Self-Report Data Recipient of the Cost or...
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