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Among the four hundred human beings who peopled our parish there were two notable men and one highly gifted woman. All three are dead, and
lie buried in the churchyard of the village where they lived. Their graves form a groupunsung by any poet, but worthy to be counted among the
resting-places of the mighty. The woman was Mrs. Abel, the Rectors wife. None of us knew her originl doubt if she knew it herself: beyond her
husband and children, assignable relatives she had none. Sie war nicht in dem Tal geboren, Man wusste nicht woher sie kam. Her husband met her
many years ago at a foreign watering-place, and married her there after a weeks acquaintancemuch to the scandal of his family, for the lady was
an actress not unknown to fame. Their only consolation was that she had a considerable fortunethe fruit of her professional work. In all relevant
particulars this strange venture had proved a huge success. To leave the fever of the stage for the quiet life of the village had been to Mrs. Abel like
the escape of a soul from the flames of purgatory. She had rightly discerned that the Rev. Edward Abel was a man of large heart, high character,
and excellent witpartly clergyman, but mostly man. He, on his part, valued his wife, and his judgment was backed by every humble soul in the
village. But the bigwigs of the county, and every clergymans wife within a radius of ten miles, were of another mind. She had not been proper to
begin withat least, they said so; and as time went on she took no pains to be more proper than...
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