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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****. Many cities are growing into mega land areas filled with complex terrain and populations where the U.S. military will undoubtedly
have to engage. States oDen fail to provide basic services to some territories, leaving inhabitants disenfranchised. These gaps are then filled by
social entrepreneurs, oDen ethnic- or religious-based civil society groups-or even organized crime syndicates-who eFectively identify niche needs in
the marketplace and fill them more eFectively than other competitors, including traditional state authorities. Leaders of these groups maintain
control through various means: including violence, coercion, and service provision, or through tribal, religious, or other cultural ties and structures.
As the 21st century progresses, the role and structure of government is already evolving from the current Westphalian, nation-state-based system
originating in the 17th century to one more loosely based on alternative governance structures (AGS), the form and function of which we are only
beginning to understand. This phenomenon is easy to imagine in fragile states; however, as industrialized nations become increasingly polarized by
economic inequality; as citizens trust in the eFectiveness and motives of state authorities erodes; and as social media tools help AGS organize and
operate, they are also likely to become a greater threat to state authority in the developed world. In order to understand and predict the emergence
of alternative governance, and to identify whether it represents a threat or opportunity to U.S. interests, we must develop a toolkit that can be based
on existing sources and analytic methods that only need to be expanded to the city level or weighted and appropriately applied. Such
foreknowledge is a force multiplier and an important non-lethal weapon for planning and operating in an urban environment, particularly one as...
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