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Bancroft Press, United States, 1992. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. Where were you on June 19, 1986?That s the
day when Len Bias, one of the greats of the college basketball game, a player seemingly destined for NBA stardom, died of a cocaine overdose.For
the next several months, millions followed the continuing, unfolding tragedy at the University of Maryland at College Park.Six years later, where is
big-time basketball the big-money game whose vulnerabilities began to come to life with Bias s death?How far has it come in reforming itself
against the abuses that contributed to the Bias tragedy?In Lenny, Lefty, and the Chancellor, Baltimore Sun reporter C. Fraser Smith answers those
questions through the microcosm of the University of Maryland. He demonstrates how, despite numerous obstacles, the University of Maryland has
been reforming its program during the five years since Bias s death actually transforming it from sinkhole to national model.In so doing, Smith
provides the first book to look at the problems of intercollegiate sports from the college president s perspective a point of view crucial to getting
balance instilled in such programs. From 1929, the year the Carnegie Commission issued its report on the subject, through 1991, when the Knight
Commission released its report, every analyst has said that university presidents are the ones who must solve the problems of intercollegiate
athletics, says Smith. My book, more than any available, carefully analyzes what presidents [such as former UM Chancellor John Slaughter] have to
work with, and what they are up against. Reliance on the presidents, Smith concludes, is illusory and unrealistic. In Lenny, Lefty, and the Chancellor,
Smith gets at the central issues through three main characters each of them extraordinary and compelling. Clearly, Len Bias captured the
imagination of the sporting world, says...
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