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slaves. While the slave-trade was at its zenith, Loanda was a place of great opulence; the Mother Church was in the glory of all her abominations.
Her Jesuits had a congenial field, her priests occupied palaces-- grand and magnificent cimrches, coriVents, and nunneries were met on every side,
and wealth, and grandeur, and Church prosperity kept pace with the awful strides of the nefarious traffic in human flesh. But with the decay of the
slave-trade, the place has quite fallen into delapidation. Those splendid temples, he says, are now the habitations for the moles, or workshops for
convicts guilty of the foulest crimes. The fraternity is now unrepresented by a living man. We can scarcely gauge the dimensions of a curse which
should identify Christianity with that most abominable and devastating trade. Christianity is emphatically the hope of the world. But that system,
called Christianity, which was introduced into the capital of the Portuguese province, in Africa, was more to be feared than the terrible faith of the
Arabian prophet, or the most cruel system of Paganism. It was a religion of money and of blood. It was without truth, without a Sabbath, and
without mercy. It brought with it no truth-telling Bible, no sacred rest of the Sabbath, no pure moral influences. We can scarcely conceive how a
people could suffer a greater moral disaster than the introduction among them of so bad a...
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