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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand ******Includes pictures *Includes accounts of the ships and their histories written by crewmembers *Includes online resources and
bibliographies for further reading *Includes a table of contents On March 8, 1862, the newest era of naval warfare began. That day, the CSS Virginia,
an ironclad created out of the hull of the scuttled USS Merrimac by the Confederates, sailed down the Elizabeth River to Hampton Roads, where a
Union blockade fleet was anchored. The wooden ships of the North were no match for the ironclad, which quickly rammed and sank the USS
Cumberland, and as it trained its sights on the USS Congress, one Union officer noted the former Merrimac fired shot and shell into her with terrific
effect, while the shot from the Congress glanced from her iron-plated sloping sides, without doing any apparent injury. The Merrimac had
overwhelmingly demonstrated the superiority of the ironclad over the traditional frigates and gunships of the time, but it met its match the
following day. On March 9, the North s ironclad, the USS Monitor, arrived to challenge the Confederate ironclad, setting off the most famous naval
battle of the war. Throughout the war, the Confederate Navy tried to fight off the Union blockade but was seriously outgunned. Confederate
blockade runners, independent operators with fast ships, became national heroes for their daring races across the ocean with Union warships hot
on their heels. While their adventures made for good headlines, the goods they slipped through the blockade weren t nearly enough to solve the
chronic shortages. The South needed a different solution. It needed some sort of vessel that could defeat the blockading ships and yet be within the
financial and technological means...
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