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Forgotten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Alfalfa Growing
As was mentioned in the introduction, alfalfa has the power of supplying nitrogren to the soil, and it is a good thing Provid ence provided this plant
with this power, for if it did not have it there would be but few soils suEiciently rich in nitrogen to grow the crop for any length of time. This same
thing would prob ably hold true to a somewhat lesser extent with the other legum inous crops. For they all contain a large amount of nitrogen or
protein. They therefore must be able to secure a large amount of it from the soil. The manner in which alfalfa and the other legumes supply
nitrogen to the soil is through the bacteria which live in and upon their roots. These bacteria are not originally present in all soils, for these
particular bacteria cannot live with out legumes, nor can the legumes live for any length of time without the bacteria, the principal reason being
that the legume is such a greedy feeder upon the nitrogen in the soil that unless the bacteria are present, it soon exhausts the available nitrogen in
almost any soil. While all legumes harbour bacteria of much the same nature, it has been found that there are certain kinds that prefer each
particular leguminous plant. This is probably due to the fact that these particular bacteria have adapted them selves to this plant. These bacteria
are so small that they can scarcely be seen with even a microscope oi the highest power. It is believed that they are absorbed by the minute root
hairs along with the water, and after being absorbed irritate the rootsto such an extent that...
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