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***x* Excerpt from From Dreams to Waking: A Novel Child! your imagination will be your ruin. You live in a world that does not exist, and you see
nothing as it is. | am sorry for you, for | know too well what you will have to suffer. But who can give another reason and common-sense? We must
all dree our own weird, and yours will be a heavy one! The speaker, Miss Morris, flicked out her flounces with a hopeless air, and, passing her hand
over her eyes, sighed heavily. There was as much fretfulness as sorrow in this sigh; temper having the trick of pain, and a look of suffering making a
very good mask for the feeling of displeasure. But Miss Morris, though observant, was not introspective, and had never come to that knowledge of
herself which the sage said was the last and most difficult attainment of wisdom; hence she honestly believed that she was only sorry, and not in the
least put out, when she deprecated, as so often before, this inconvenient activity of fancy which made calls on her sympathy to which she could not
respond. The child, of whose bewildering imagination she spoke so plaintively, was her niece, Venetia Greville, a slender, fair-faced girl of seventeen,
with a certain dreamy look in her large blue eyes, and that kind of settled sweetness in her smile which seemed as if she smiled more from what she
thought and felt than from what she saw and knew; so far justifying her poor fretful, sickly, timorous aunt in her disclaimers, and, as she
prophesied, threatened in the future that sorrow which comes to all...
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