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Forgotten Books. Paperback. Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. 82 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 0.2in.Excerpt from The
Foundations of Faith, Vol. 37This study began with a careful enquiry into the history of the use of the term belief in modem psychological literature.
David Hume a@irmed that vivacity of ideas was the essential connotation of belief, while James Mill thought that belief could be explained in terms
of association of ideas. James Mills son, John Stuart Mill, held that belief is an ultimate, that is a condition of mind which cannot be analyzed or
explained in any other terms. Other philosophers have insisted that belief and judgment are closely related if not one and the same process. Walter
Bagehot, on the other hand, maintained that belief is a process related not so much to the intellectual process as to feeling. Feeling, he argued, is
the predominant element in belief; and then we have a large group of psychologists such as James, Stout, Bain and the Behaviorists, who have
claimed that in the final analysis the active or conative a processes form the essential elements of belief. Thus the history of the problem in modern
times shows a great variety of views concerning the nature and analysis of belief. It also reveals the fact that some of the major problems of belief
are not carefully di@erentiated. For example, the ground of belief, or that upon which the belief is established, or built up, is not clearly distinguished
from the actual state or process of belief. Another aspect of the same problem is what we may call the logic as opposed to the psychology of belief.
The validity of a belief is one consideration as it is judged by certain standards of truth, but the psychologist is not concerned...
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