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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 90 pages. OCLC Number: 731181098 Excerpt: . . . 4
OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. RICHARD G. LUGAR, U. S. SENATOR FROM INDIANA UGAR Senator L. Mr. Chairman, I join you in welcoming Secretary
Lew, Ambassador Eikenberry, and General Petraeus. We appre-ciate very much that you have come to the Foreign Relations Com-mittee today. This
hearing provides an opportunity to build on the hearing we held last week with Secretaries Clinton and Gates and Admiral Mullen. We explored with
them, not only the prospects for success of the civil-military campaign in Afghanistan, but also how the Presidents plan fits into our broader
strategic objectives of pre-venting terrorist attacks and stabilizing the Middle East and South Asia. Much of the debate in Congress has focused on
the Presidents stated intention to begin withdrawing some U. S. troops by July 2011. Some members have voiced the concern that such a date un-
dercuts impressions of U. S. resolve, gives the Taliban and al-Qaeda a target beyond which they can wait us out. Other members, with a very
diFerent view of the war, worry that July 2011 date is so flexible it oFers no assurance that troops will be withdrawn. This is a legitimate item for
debate, but Im doubtful that success or fail-ure hinges on this point nearly as much as it does on the counter-insurgency strategy employed by allied
troops, the viability of the Afghan security forces, and, most importantly, how the United States engages with Pakistan. I have confidence that the
addition of tens of thousands of United States and allied troops under the direction of Generals Petraeus and McChrystal will improve the security
situation on the ground in Afghanistan. More uncertain is whether the training mission will succeed sufficiently...
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