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Random House USA Inc, United States, 2006. Paperback. Condition: New. Reprint. Language: English . Brand New Book. A chance encounter in Spain
in 1959 brought young Irish reporter Valerie Danby-Smith face to face with Ernest Hemingway. The interview was awkward and brief, but before it
ended something had clicked into place. For the next two years, Valerie devoted her life to Hemingway and his wife, Mary, traveling with them
through beloved old haunts in Spain and France and living with them during the tumultuous final months in Cuba. In name a personal secretary,
but in reality a confidante and sharer of the great man s secrets and sorrows, Valerie literally came of age in the company of one of the greatest
literary lions of the twentieth century. Five years after his death, Valerie became a Hemingway herself when she married the writer s estranged son
Gregory. Now, at last, she tells the story of the incredible years she spent with this extravagantly talented and tragically doomed family. In prose of
brilliant clarity and stinging candor, Valerie evokes the magic and the pathos of Papa Hemingway s last years. Swept up in the wild revelry that
always exploded around Hemingway, Valerie found herself dancing in the streets of Pamplona, cheering bullfighters at Valencia, careening around
hairpin turns in Provence, and savoring the panorama of Paris from her attic room in the Ritz. But it was only when Hemingway threatened to
commit suicide if she left that she realized how troubled the aging writer was-and how dependent he had become on her. In Cuba, Valerie spent
idyllic days and nights typing the final draft of A Moveable Feast, even as Castro s revolution closed in. After Hemingway shot himself, Valerie
returned to Cuba with his widow, Mary, to sort through thousands of...
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