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***** From the Preface: THIS little book lays no claim to any special merit beyond furnishing in convenient form some material for those beginning
to study the Avesta. As it is intended merely for an introduction, and being designed as the first of a series of reading books, the number of pages of
texts has been limited. The selections here given are such as may easily be mastered by a class in one college term; the beginner, moreover, always
finds a certain degree of pleasure and satisfaction in a book that can be read through in a comparatively short time, and he feels he is making a
certain amount of progress when another book has to be taken up. With that in view, a second volume is being prepared; this will contain longer
texts and will be so arranged as to imply a step in advance. The present selections in prose and verse, are fairly representative, as far as excerpts
can be, of Yasna, Visparad, Yasht, and Vendidad. The chapters Ys. 26 and 57 are given complete. The passage from Vd. 19 has the advantage of
presenting a specimen of texts in which grammatical decay is to be observed. The notes in general have been made brief and concise, but it is
hoped that beside being explanatory they will also prove useful in giving the student an occasional hint regarding books of reference, and will thus
interest him in the literature of the subject. A brief list of useful books has already been given in Avesta Grammar Part i, p. xl-xlii. Attention is now
also called to the new Avesta translation by Darmesteter, Le Zend-Avesta (3 volumes, Paris 1892-3),...
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