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historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without
typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1820 edition. Excerpt: . . . earlier part of his life. We have seen in the second letter of this
Section, that Mr. Gray thought highly of his descriptive talents at that time. We are not therefore to impute what he here says to any prejudice in the
critic, but to that change of taste in the poet, which (if the above anecdote be true) would unavoidably flatten his descriptions, and divest them of all
picturesque imagery: nay, would sometimes convert his verse into mere prose; or, what is worse, -hard inflated prose. His History of the Four Last
Years of Queen Anne bated question he inclined. That we are indeed mechanical and dependent beings, | need no other proof than my own feelings;
and from the same feelings | learn, with equal conviction, that we are not merely such: that there is a power within that struggles against the force
and bias of that me chanism, commands its motion, and, by frequent practice, reduces it to that ready obedience which we call habit; and all this in
conformity to a preconceived opinion (no matter whether right or wrong) to that least material of all agents, a thought. | have known many in his
case who, while they thought they were conquering an old prejudice, did not perceive they were under the influence of one far more dangerous; one
that furnishes us with a ready apology for all our worst actions, and opens to us a full licence for doing...
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