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Hakluyt and Dr. Dee were fostering, awoke to the opportunity and began seriously to base rights upon the Cabot voyages. The French at a later day
sought to discredit this English claim, on the ground that the Cabots were private adventurers and could establish no national pretensions. The
English pointedly replied that their Henry VII. had given them patents which reserved to the crown dominion over any lands which were discovered.
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