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***xx Sounds of Joseph working in his workshop in Nazareth drift into the silence of the dining room where Mary is sewing some strips of wool She
has woven Herself. Jesus, His little blond head like a blaze of light, is playing under the trees with His cousins James and Judas, who are about His
own age. Let us play at the Exodus from Egypt. Jesus will be Moses, | will be Aaron, and you. Mary. James proposes. But | am a boy! protests Judas.
It does not matter. It s just the same. You are Mary, and you shall dance before the golden calf, and the golden calf is that beehive over there. | m not
going to dance. | am a man and | do not want to be a woman. | am a faithful believer and | am not going to dance before an idol. Don t let us play
that part. Let us play this other one: when Joshua is elected Moses successor. So there will be no terrible sin of idolatry and Judas will be happy to be
a man and My successor. Are you happy? Yes | am, Jesus. But then You will have to die, because Moses dies afterwards. But | do not want You to die;
You have always been so fond of me. Everybody dies. but before dying | shall bless Israel, and since you are the only ones here, | shall bless the whole
of Israel in you. They agree. Then there s a difference of opinion: whether the people of Israel, after so much travelling, still had the same carts
which they had when leaving Egypt. They apply to Mary. Mummy, I...
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