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Social Security (SSA), Veterans Affairs (VA), and state courts find that adults are incapacitated, they appoint federal fiduciaries and court-appointed
guardians to make decisions on their behalf. Incapacity is often associated with old age, so if these arrangements are not overseen, older adults
could be vulnerable to financial exploitation. This report assesses (1) SSA, VA, and state court procedures for screening potential fiduciaries and
guardians; (2) SSA, VA, and state court fiduciary and guardian monitoring; (3) information sharing between SSA and VA and between each agency
and state courts; and (4) federal support for court oversight of guardians. GAO interviewed federal and court officials and experts, and reviewed
federal laws, regulations, and policies, and others compilations of state guardianship laws. The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)
should consider funding evaluations of practices for monitoring guardians, and HHS agreed that the Administration on Aging (AoA) has the
authority to take such action. GAO also believes SSA should determine how it can, under current law, disclose certain information about
beneficiaries and fiduciaries to state courts, upon request. SSA disagreed and asserted that Privacy Act limitations prevent sharing this information
with state courts. Given SSA s position, it should take.
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