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***x* George Conoley. Raised on the school of hard knocks principle, with a dose of Catholic zealotry thrown in for good measure. We meet him first
as a middle-aged, lonely, unlovely, and unloved human being. Twice married and twice divorced, and soon to be jobless, things are not looking too
good for the lad off the Langford Estate. When the story begins, George is travelling from his home-town in Eastbourne to the North of England. He
never wanted to do the damn trip anyway, but with redundancy staring him in the face - what choice did he have? Chavsville is best driven through
with the windows up, the doors locked tight, and no valuables on display. Everything not boarded-up appears to be heading that way. Closing-Down
- and Discount signs are everywhere. A pervading depressing and despairing sense of impending doom. A hard, miserable place, overpopulated with
tattooed Toughs and barely-legal females. Both sexes ready to fight to the death should mating be off the menu. Then there is Stan Mellie, or
Smelly, thanks to that coupling of S with Mellie. Mostly ignored and ridiculed in Chavsville. He is divorced and has been without a job for the past
three years. Like George, things are not going well for him. The two meet in The Yelping Whelp public house on the eve of Stan s 40th birthday.
During this drink-sozzled session, some common ground is discovered. At first based on nothing more substantial than both being near-hopeless
drunks, a friendship looks set to blossom. But when George s hoped-for lifeline falls flat, the friendship ends before it s begun and George heads
back south. The embryonic friendship quickly forgotten, and life for George...
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