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jewel happiness. The continual fight for existence and battling for daily bread of his American
career, so full of ups and downs, was hardly a good preparation for quiet respectability. Wise men
called him a fool, a fool unspeakable, who squandered his talents in light-heartedness. And finally a
time came when even his wife to be could no more believe in him. The jewel happiness was lost. The
man at any rate recognised his loss; he recognised that life was no longer worth living. A dull feeling
of hopelessness came over him. And in his hour of despair he remembered the blood of adventure
in his veins. A wild life he would have: he would forget. He enlisted as a soldier in the French Foreign
Legion. That man was I. I had burned my boats behind me. Not a soul knew where I was. Those who
loved me should think that I was dead. I lived the hard life of a legionnaire; I had no hopes, no
aspirations, no thought for...
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