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Speech of the Hon. Francis W. Pickens, of South Carolina: Delivered in the House of Representatives, on the 23d of May, 1836, the House Being in
Committee of the Whole on the Fortification Bill Our true policy of defence is to increase and strengthen it by judicious points of fortification, so as
to enable us to protect our whole coast by a stronger naval power than any nation would be able to concentrate against us. With this view, and
looking to the natural division of our coast into four great bays, as it were, - the first from Passamaquaddy to Cape Cod, the second from Cape Cod
to Cape Hatteras, the third from Cape Hatteras to Cape Florida, and the fourth to the Sabine, - I would say that extensive navy yards with eHicient
fortifications, should be established at the most suitable points between these diHerent capes, so that an ordinary naval force, with brave and
enterprising men, could easily defend the whole frontier, and at the same time protect our commerce. For instance, I would have such a navy-yard
with fortifications at or near Boston - the same at or near New York - then at Norfolk and the mouth of the Chesapeake - the same at Charleston -
and then at Pensacola, for the defence of the gulph and the commerce of the West. I would place these points on the best and strongest footing,
equal to any in Europe, and make little or no expenditures on any other points so far as our Atlantic frontier is concerned. It is all idle and visionary
to attempt to place our coast in a perfect state of defence by stationary...
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