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*****This is a history of the France that traces the development of the Third Estate in France, developments that were affected by the Middle Ages
and underwent a transformation during the French Revolution. From the intro: The work which forms the principal part of this volume is the
summary of all my labours relative to France. It has been composed as an introduction to the collection of unpublished records of the history of the
Tiers Etat, one of the publications of historical documents ordered under the last reign. It is a survey of our national history, taken in those years in
which the author, carrying his observations back to the distance of seven centuries, and thence bringing it down to the state of things around him,
remarked a regular succession of civil and political progress; and recognised, at each end of the road which he had travelled over, the same nation
and the same monarchy, connected one with the other, modified under the same circumstances, and exhibiting their last change consecrated by a
new compact of union. Considered from this point of view, the history of France appeared beautiful in unity and simplicity. | have vividly felt the
grandeur of such a spectacle, and under its impression, | have conceived the design of bringing together continuously into one narrative the facts
which mark through successive ages the gradual development of the Tiers Etat, its obscure sources, and the part which it bore in a slow but always
progressive influence upon the social life of the country. In order that the nature of this work may be perfectly understood, | must fix the true sense
of the words Tiers...
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