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one of the maxims of our revolutionary fathers that a frequent recurrence to fundamental principles was indispensable to the preservation of a free
government; and, that we may be the better prepared to discharge our duty at this time, let us in the observance of this injunction, take a retrospect
of events connected with, and immediately following, the adoption of our constitution, and of the circumstances which led to the formation of the
two parties which have heretofore controlled the destinies of this country. The great difference which characterized the political actors of that
period, and gave tone and consistency to the peculiar sentiments of the two parties, arose out of the views respectively entertained by them as to the
powers of the federal government under the constitution, and the fundamental principle of the capacity of the people for self-government. One
party, headed by Alexander Hamilton, desired immense powers to be vested in this government, and, as a necessary consequence, rejected the idea
that the great body of the people were capable of self-goverament. In accordance with these principles the sovereignty and powers of the respective
States would be curtailed to the extent of the enlargement of powers made in favor of the federal government; and that party has ever since
attempted to assume and to acquire for this government, by a latitudinous construction of the language of the constitution, powers not expressly
granted by that instrument. The other party, led by Thomas Jefferson, was in favor of reserving to the States...
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