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I regard this restriction in the amended constitution, and the inequality and injustice of the revenue
laws of North-Carolina which are the result of that restriction, as incompatible with the great
principle of democratic republican equality, upon which the constitution was framed and the
government established. If that restriction, which was an innovation upon the constitution of our
fathers, is incompatible with the principles upon which the government was established, that alone,
if there were no other, furnishes a sufficient reason for the passage of this bill. In establishing the
position which | have assumed, it is proper that | should advert to the circumstances under which
the constitution was framed and the government established, in order to a clear understanding of
the objects designed to be accomplished by those who originated and organized it....
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