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Approximately 0. 2 g of homogenized, dried sediment was weighed to the nearest 0. 0001 g and
transferred to tared 70 mL snap cap vials. A 3 mL aliquot of HNO was 3 added and the vials were
placed in a 95 C digestion block for a total of approximately 6 hr. During this time, the vials were
periodically removed from the block and swirled to mix. After this period, the vials were removed
from the block and allowed to cool before 2 mL of concentrated HF was added. The vials were then
returned to the block for approximately 2 hr. After cooling, 15 mL of 4 boric acid were added and
the vials returned to the block for another 1 to 2 hr. After the samples were allowed to cool, the
content of the vials were mixed by shaking, and...
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