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*****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book
(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1868 edition. Excerpt: .are scattered over the whole ground covered by the ruined
city. There was one in the cattle-yard before the hacienda, and the Indians were constantly discovering them at greater distances. Dr. Cabot found
them continually in his hunting excursions, and once, in breaking through bushes in search of a bird, fell into one, and narrowly escaped a serious
injury; indeed, there were so many of them, and in places where they were so little to be expected, that they made rambling out of the cleared paths
dangerous, and to the last day of our visit we were constantly finding new ones. That they were constructed for some specific purpose, had some
definite object, and that that object was uniform, there was no doubt, but what it was, in our ignorance of the habits of the people, it was difficult to
say. Don Simon thought that the cement was not hard enough to hold water, and hence that they were not intended as cisterns or reservoirs, but
for granaries or store-houses of maize, which, from our earliest knowledge of the aborigines down to the present day, has been the staff of life to
the inhabitants. In this opinion, however, we did not concur, and from what we saw afterward, believe that they were intended as cisterns, and had
furnished, in part at least, a supply of water to the people of the ruined city. We returned to our apartments to dine, and in the afternoon...
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