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***x* Excerpt from Proceedings and Speeches on the Announcement of the Death of Hon. William M. Cooke of Missouri: In the House of
Representatives of the Confederate States, on the 18th of April, 1863 Wm M. Cooke, was born in Portsmouth, Va., on the 11th day of December, 1823,
and was the sixth son of Mordicai Cooke, a gentleman well known in Virginia, and for many years connected with the legislation of that State. In
1843, after an attendance of three years Judge Cooke graduated at the University of Virginia, and removed to the city of St. Louis, which was then
just beginning to throb with the energy of that great region, tributary with its rich and varied products to this empress of the West. Soon after taking
a residence in St. Louis, he intermarried with the eldest daughter of Henry Von Phul, of that city, and in the year succeeding his marriage removed
to Hannibal, Missouri, for the purpose of practising his profession. He was soon afterwards made judge of the court of common pleas, and
discharged the duties of that position with ability and zeal. Reasons connected with the comfort and happiness of his family, induced Judge Cooke,
in the year 46 to return to St. Louis, and he then applied himself to the practice of the law in that city. The records of the highest courts in Missouri
and the testimony of those who practiced with him, can attest the extent of his legal knowledge and his high position at the bar. In the year
preceding this return to St. Louis, the slavery question became the subject of intense excitement throughout the State of Missouri....
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