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Living of the Residents of Seven Rural Resettlement Communities: October 1938 It has long been recognized that the problem of changing a family s
level of living cannot be considered exclusively from the standpoint of the individual family. The level of living of any family as a production and
consumption or social - participating unit is definitely a function of the relationship of that family to the other individuals and other fami lies in the
community. Consequently, it has frequently been maintained that the community should be the smallest unit to be considered in any eGort to alter
living conditions. Occasionally Governments or private individuals have attempted to create better communities. It cannot be said that all such
plans have had exactly the same objective, but certain ly all of them have had as their final goal a more abundant life. Although no two conceptions
of the abundant life may concur, there has been agree ment of Opinion that the proposed programs should contribute to a higher level of living,
both material and non-material. During the last 4 years the Federal Government of the United States has tried its hand at building new
communities. Many important considerations led the Government to undertake this new and extremely diGicult venture. The most far - reaching
depression in history had brought uncertainty and poverty to millions. The laissez - faire system of settlement and exploitation of natural resources
had leI in its wake a toll of exhausted and eroded agricultural lands, depleted forests, and stranded families and villages. There was too much raw
material and large inventories of stored manufactured goods on the one hand, and, on the other hand, people were...
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