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Portable Poetry, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Lady Mary Wortley Montagu
was born on 26th May 1689 to, the soon to be titled, Earl of Kingston and Mary (Fielding) Pierrepoint. At age 3 Mary s mother died and so her
Grandmother became responsible for her upbringing in her early years. Unfortunately, a few years later, when Mary was 9, her grandmother died
and so she went back to live with her father at Thoresby Hall, in Nottinghamshire. Women were not formally educated at this time so Mary educated
herself in her father s library, teaching herself Latin and devouring many classical texts. She was expected to attend to several of her father s needs
however, including presiding over his dinner table where she became a sort of good luck charm for many of his influential guests. During her
teenage years, her true character began to reveal itself. She had already written several volumes of poetry and was intent on challenging social
attitudes towards women which stifled their intellectual and social growth. Defying her father s wishes, she eloped in August 1712, to marry Edward
Wortley Montagu. The following year she gave birth to a boy. Unfortunately, her husband, like her father was possessive and jealous. The marriage
would not be as successful as she hoped. Now further tragedy was to strike. Her brother, only 20 years old, contracted and died from smallpox. Mary
herself was to catch the disease two years later. Her survival led to her interest in the Turkish procedure of inoculating against the disease by
introducing a small amount of the virus in order to build the body s immunity to the disease. She used this method with both of her children and
encouraged its widespread use...
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