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International Politics - General and Theories, printed single-sided, grade: 2+ (B+), University of Kent
(Brussels School of International Studies), language: English, abstract: 85 years after its formal
establishment , the discipline of International Relations is currently engaged in what is known as the
Third Debate . At the heart of this debate is the question to what extend can society be studied in the
same way as nature Positivists hold that the social world is not fundamentally different form the
natural world and that, as a result, the same epistemology applies. Positivists aim to explain the
social world and believe that causal laws and generalisations can be found through observation.
Post-positivists argue that the social and the natural world are not alike and that scientific
explanation is neither a valid nor an adequate form of inquiry for the social sciences. According to
this view, the social world primarily consists of ideas and concepts that cannot be translated into
scientific terms but need to be interpreted. Hence,...
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