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Demand *****.In 1946 the U.S. Navy conducted Operation Crossroads at Bikini Lagoon in the Marshall Islands. They placed dozens of old American
WWII ships, plus captured German and Japanese warships (battleships, aircraft carriers, submarines, freighters, troop carriers) in Bikini Lagoon and
subjected them to two atom bomb tests. Prior to the tests they loaded each ship full of fuel and ammunition, trying to replicate wartime conditions,
so they could see what would happen to the ships when they were hit by a nuclear explosion. The Navy didn t put any people on the ships, but they
did place many live animals in crates on the ships, so they could see what would happen when they became contaminated by radiation poisoning
from the atomic blasts. During the first test which they called Able , a B-29 dropped a bomb from a height of 500 feet over the target area.
Surprisingly, not many ships were sunk during this first atomic blast. The Navy then conducted a second test two weeks later which they called
Baker . During this test they hung a bomb 50 feet under a small landing craft before detonating it. When the atomic device exploded it sent a huge
column of water and island debris into the air, which did sink many of the huge ships in the lagoon. Because of strong and lingering radiation
almost all of the ships had to be towed to a deep part of the Pacific Ocean and sunk. Also because of the radiation contamination, all the Bikini
people who had to leave their atoll before the tests, were never able to return. When I tried to get government officials to give me permission to...
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