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English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. From the introductory chapter - I. WAR DECLARED. Though the announcement in the
morning papers of March the 1st, 1895, that the French Ambassador had presented to our Minister of Foreign AJairs the aKernoon previously a
demand for an early evacuation of Egypt by our troops, came upon the country like a clap of thunder, it was soon evident that for some years
France had been secretly but energetically preparing for war. The great irritation against England of recent years, due to our prolonged stay in
Egypt, had been much increased by the Congo treaty and the gradual extension of our influence north of Uganda. There was no doubt a footing in
Khartoum from the south would soon follow, and we should thus obtain a hold upon Egypt, compared with which our present position in its
northern portion is unimportant. The bitter animosity against Germany now was diverted to ourselves. Such questions - openly said the French
papers - will never be satisfactorily settled till France has a navy of which England is afraid. A recent inquiry had discomfited all the critics and
demonstrated that the French fleet had never been in such an eJicient condition. Moreover, the people were convinced not only that the appliances
of modern naval warfare tended to equalise the combatants, while the torpedo would give additional chances to the country which had developed
it to the highest degree, but that their past defeats were mainly due to the terrible disorganisation of their Navy which the Revolution of 1789
brought about. This had been lost sight of in England, or rather it had not been put forward in any naval...
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