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Prayers in which we worship, what a precious heritage are they What a blessing that we are not left at the mercy of one mans feeble utterances,
dictated by the narrow limits of his own individuality No our prayers, in their spiritual nobleness, in their exquisite simplicity, are the intensest
outpouring of those many wants which the long sufferings of humanity have taught us to appreciate. In our own private prayers we must Often
have felt an uneasy consciousness that, after all, it might be better for us if our wishes were not granted but you will find no dangerous or doubtful
petition in the many litanies of this precious book. They are not new prayers that we offer, for they are for the most part as Old as the Christian
Church. It was in these prayers, and such as these, that the confessor poured out his soul in the dungeon or the catacomb. It was with these. And
such as these, that the martyr uplifted his trembling hands out of the ame. And therefore these prayers - the costly legacy of their sorrows and their
triumphs - are to us as the perpetual witness against our coldness and our unfaithfulness, against our divisions and our doubts. Oh, let us thank God
for the Book of Common Prayer, for this censer of pure gold which has gleamed in so many saintly hands, and from which, amid the storms of
twothousand years, have risen, from many a burdened and from many a holy heart, those voices of heartfelt...
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