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treatment of dropsy, purgatives that simply evacuate quantities of water from the bowels without increasing the urine are of little use; for the water
accumulates again quickly. On the other hand, the slight irritation of the bowels, caused by a laxative, oJen increases the urinary ow. This action is
uncertain but it is only in those cases of dropsy in which the purgative brings the disturbed urinary excretion back to the normal that the remedy is
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