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Coward Atkinson on Demand *****, Excerpt from The Fire-Engineer, the Architect, and the Underwriter, Their
Relations to Each Other: An Address Delivered to the Convention of the Chief Engineers of the Fire-
Department of the United States, Sept. 14, 1880 | may safely assume that the record of my early
vigor has followed down the line, and to that | may owe the distinguished honor of being called
upon to address you to-day. Since that time | have not been in active service until now. You will
doubtless admit that so ancient and varied an experience as | must have had in the arduous service
to which | have referred, would not have failed to give me many memo ries with which I might
occupy the hour that you have assigned to me; but | do not understand that reminiscences are the
order of the day, and we will therefore Skip the last forty years, and come down to the art of
extinguishing fires at the present time. That this is one of the high arts, no one will deny and it is
every day becoming higher as story...
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