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Education, Rural -- United States. Excerpt: . . . with limited English proficiency and those with disabilities, are required to participate in assessments.
Adequate yearly progress and student proficiency goals. NCLBA requires states to develop annual goals for adequate yearly progress ( AYP ) that
schools and districts must meet to ensure that every student becomes proficient in math and reading language arts by school year 2013-14. The
annual goals on state assessments and the final target of 100 percent student proficiency applies to all students and those in designated groups,
including economically disadvantaged students, major racial and ethnic groups, students with disabilities, and students that have limited English
proficiency. Schools must also show that 95 percent of their students - overall and within each subgroup - participated in the assessments. In
addition to including annual assessment results, high schools must include students graduation rate, and elementary and middle schools must
include one other academic indicator determined by the state to assess whether they made annual progress. Teacher qualification requirements.
Teachers of core academic subjects must be certified to teach by their state, have a bachelors degree, and demonstrate subject matter competency
in each core academic subject they teach by the end of school year 2005-06. Subject matter competency can be demonstrated in either of two ways:
( 1 ) successful completion of an academic major, coursework equivalent to a degree, or advanced certification in each subject or ( 2 ) passing a
high, objective, uniform state standard of evaluation developed by the state to certify teachers knowledge of the subjects they teach. In addition to
teachers, paraprofessionals are required to have two years of college, or an associates degree, or a...
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