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OUP Pakistan, Pakistan, 2012. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 226 x 148 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. Ghulam Fatima Shaikh s saga
spans two continents and two centuries. She witnessed the most momentous events of history of the subcontinent and lived to tell the tale. She was
born in the late nineteenth century as Nandini Kripalani, in a wealthy, traditional Hindu household. She witnessed the conversions of many
members of her family to Islam and the consequent litigations. Fatima endured the frequent absences of her father, a distant but romantic figure,
for whom she does not conceal a sneaking admiration. Later, aDer marriage, she followed her husband s trail into unknown lands where she faced
financial constraints, the First World War, famine, sicknesses and dislocation, but most of all a yearning for her loved ones. She coped with all these
tribulations with remarkable grit, and survived to narrate this saga, with remarkable clarity at the age of 75 before she died in 1981. This memoir
provides a first-hand account of what conversion from Hinduism to Islam meant in practice; and its impact on Sindhi society from the late
nineteenth century onwards. It contains intriguing information about what it was like to be a family that spanned the Hindu-Muslim divide, and how
individual members coped with the challenges and pressures generated by conversion taking place within its ranks. Sindhi Muslims were caught up
in the Khilafat agitation of the period spanning the First World War and its immediate aDermath. This memoir presents an intimate picture of how
this could aIect one family, to the extent that husband, wife, and children eventually leD Sindh. Through the prism of the author s description of life
in various parts of the Ottoman, stretching from Madinah to Adana as well as many other places,...
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