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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2013. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****This is the complete book in one volume. Several illustrations are included and was produced using rich text formatting. Above the
Marienkirche, in Cracow, rises two towers of unequal height, and crowned with strange cupolas like Oriental turbans. Before the cathedral opens
the old-world market place with its arches. If you stand in the market-place in the morning, or when the evening sunlight reddens the citadel of the
Wawel, strange music suddenly breaks out overhead, sad, silvery; the clarion call of a by-gone age. It re-echoes away up in the blue, coming from
one sees not where, and flows in waves of ringing, pathetic melody over the old capital of the Poles. Then the music suddenly ceases, and there is a
stillness, a stillness even more mysterious than the sudden outburst of sound. That music is a voice from the past. When the hosts were gathered
against fair Cracow a minstrel in the highest tower of the cathedral cheered the hearts of the besieged with the martial strains of his clarion, that
resounded with warlike challenge over the city, while the battle raged around the walls. A bullet from the enemy cut short his signal and his life; and
ever after, morning and evening, the same melody rings out over the city for a memorial, but now in piercing sadness, like a dirge, and stops
suddenly at the point where the minstrel fell, breaking oflF in the middle of a bar. The life of the Polish nation might well take that broken music as
its symbol: it, too, ended in the middle of a bar, cut off from among the nations. High up in the citadel, on its rocky eminence...
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