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Philadelphia Medical Times, Vol. 7: A Bi-Weekly Journal of Medical and Surgical Science; October 14, 1876 Surgeon Major Hall is known to the pro
fession by his advocacy of the treatment of cholera by vascular depressants. Not only had he seen much of this malady in India, but he underwent a
severe attack himself. From his varied experience he arrived at the conclusion that the commencement of the morbid process was severe Spasm of
the mus cular walls of the arterioles, by which the pulse was almost obliterated while the heart was acting tumultuously and forcibly; the spasm in
the renal and hepatic vessels cutting oI the urine and the bile, while the uids of the blood were squeezed out of the portal sec tion of the venous
system, as the point of least resistance. Having come to this conclu sion, it seemed a rational practice to admin ister chloral hydrate, whose power
to relax and dilate the peripheral arterioles had re cently been demonstrated. This was done, subcutaneously, with very satisfactory results, even
during a rising attack of cholera, the most severe test to which it could be subjected, not only by Mr. Hall, but by others. His views have met with
much approval by many here who are competent to judge in the mat ter, and are valuable from their physiological bearings. Surgeon Hall is now
under orders for India, where he is to give his plan a thorough trial, and test further the eIicacy of the chloral hydrate, as well as nitrite of amyl
inhalations, calabar bean, and other vascular depressants, in cholera. The schools are all preparing for another winter campaign, and as the
different...
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