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**x*x* Excerpt from The Public School Arithmetic and Mensuration The main purposes which have been kept in view by the authors of this Arithmetic
are - (1) to aid a pupil in becoming accurate and rapid in calculation; (2) to train him in independent thinking and in applying his knowledge of
number to the actual business transactions of life; (3) to aid tho teacher in assigning applications of the various principles which have been
explained. Tho classification of the problems has been given with this last aim mainly in view. Explanations of theory and all formal rules have been
omitted, the authors believing that teachers can best supply what is necessary in these respects, as tho pupils are led to a clear comprehension of
the principles which should be explained by the teacher before the pupils are required to examine the problems. It may be here stated that tho
exercises and Problems are mainly intended to be used as applications of the theory taught. While no direct explanation of theory has been given,
much has been suggested by tho character of the problems and by their arrangement. The definitions have been carefully prepared and stated in
such a way that it is believed the pupil will find little difficulty in understanding them. Numerous mechanical and practical exercises on the
fundamental rules for seat work form an important feature of the book. In many cases the answers to the mechanical tests have been omitted to
enable tho teacher to judge of the progress of his pupils in accuracy and rapidity. The exercises are a well-graded and progressive series, carefully
arranged to develop the reasoning powers of the pupil, and...
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