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*****.The two identical, modest-sized tombstones are side by side; one is engraved with the year 1940, the other, 1964. One is for my mother; the
other, for my father. The 24 years separating the two are the bookends framing the coming of age period I wandered as a lost child and angry adult
on an emotional odyssey to solve a family mystery which would haunt me from my childhood. Their legacy to me had been a massive bouquet of
questions and riddles attached to colorful balloons of deception and lies. The incredible journey of the 3rd child would include stops in some of the
most bizarre places imaginable starting in the homes of my father s family; then a period of a lonely years in the religious arms and confines of an
orphans home for parentless children; eventually marching to the rigorous disciplines of the U.S. Marine Corps; then struggling through the
heartbreak of a failed marriage; aFer unknowingly destroying the grand entrance and dreams of a new mother; until, by chance, I uncovered the
answer and truth in my father s footlocker -- thus dropping the final curtain on the family drama my parents had carefully scripted during their
lifetimes, brazenly falsifying critical data on my state birth certificate to save face, for fear of the humiliation and scorn for having a bastard child
out of wedlock.
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