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**xxx Excerpt from Annual Report of the School Committee of the City of Charlestown: October, 1849 For more than half a century, it has been the
custom of the Trustees of the Public Schools in Charlestown, to present their report to the citizens at the close of the period for which the successive
Committees have been elected. These School Reports have generally been presented about the the 1st of April - the time for closing the financial
affairs of the town, which period, has also been the time for closing its municipal affairs. By an act of the last Legislature of this State, the charter of
the City of Charlestown was so far amended as to fix the time for electing the several boards of city officers, on the second Monday of December in
each year, and to change the period for closing its municipal year, to the first Monday in January, while its financial year remains as before. With
two exceptions, the school reports were not printed previously to the year 1838. At that time, and for each successive year, the report has been
printed and distributed to the citizens, before the annual election of the School Committee. Your present Committee, in accordance with this
practice, would now submit their report of our public schools; not however, as a philosophical treatise, - for this is rarely looked for in a common
school report, and would not be in accordance with the fitness of things; but as a plain and simple statement of the affairs of our public schools at
the present time. The last school report was made up for the year closing on the 31 st...
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