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GREAT MURDER MYSTERY! There may be folk in the world to whom the finding of a dead man, lying grim and stark by the roadside, with the blood
freshly run from it and making ugly patches of crimson on the grass and the gravel, would be an ordinary thing; but to me that had never seen
blood let in violence, except in such matters as a bout of fisticuEs at school, it was the biggest thing that had ever happened, and I stood staring
down at the white face as if I should never look at anything else as long as I lived. I remember all about that scene and that moment as freshly now
as if the aEair had happened last night. The dead man lying in the crushed grass--his arms thrown out helplessly on either side of him-- Joseph
Smith Fletcher (7 February 1863 - 30 January 1935) was an English journalist and author. He wrote more than 230 books on a wide variety of
subjects, both fiction and non-fiction, and was one of the most prolific English writers of detective fiction. Early life and education Fletcher was born
in Halifax, West Yorkshire, the son of a clergyman. His father died when he was eight months old, and aGer which his grandmother raised him on a
farm in Darrington, near Pontefract. He was educated at Silcoates School in Wakefield, and aGer some study of law, he became a journalist. Writing
career: At age 20, Fletcher began working in journalism, as a sub-editor in London. He subsequently returned to his native Yorkshire, where he
worked first on the Leeds Mercury using the pseudonym A Son of the Soil, and then...
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