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***xx Excerpt from Secret Statutes of the United States: A Memorandum It is well known that when acting upon Executive business, that is, upon
treaties and on nominations to office, the Senate of the United States usually meets with closed doors, although open Executive sessions, as they are
called, may be held. In this respect the provisions of the Standing Rules of the Senate are as follows: 2. When acting upon confidential or Executive
business, unless the same shall be considered in open Executive session, the Senate Chamber shall be cleared of all persons except the Secretary, the
Chief Clerk, the Principal Legislative Clerk, the Executive Clerk, the Minute and Journal Clerk, the Sergeant-at-Arms, the Assistant Doorkeeper, and
such other officers as the Presiding Officer shall think necessary; and all such officers shall be sworn to secrecy. 3. All confidential communications
made by the President of the United States to the Senate shall be by the Senators and the officers of the Senate kept secret; and all treaties which
may be laid before the Senate, and all remarks, votes, and proceedings thereon shall also be kept secret, until the Senate shall, by their resolution,
take off the injunction of secrecy, or unless the same shall be considered in open Executive session. (Extract from Standing Rule XXXVI, Senate Rules
and Manual, United States, 1913, pp. 32-33.) Both Houses of Congress, however, may sit with closed doors for discussion of or for proceedings upon
business of any character, although there has been no instance of this practice for many years, other than the meetings of the Senate, when acting
upon Executive business. On a motion made and seconded to close...
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