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many respects much more archaic than Middle English, and may be said to stand to it in almost the
same relation as Old English does. I propose, therefore, to give an impartial classification of the
principal changes that have taken place in the living Teutonic languages, beginning with the long
vowels. A. long Vowels. 1) Back to round (p. 11). Long a, whatever its origin, has in all the Teutonic
languages except German and Dutch been rounded. Even German and Dutch show the same
change in many of their dialects, which give long a the sound of the low-back-narrow-round
(English fa.lt). This is also the Swedish and Danish sound, the only difference being that the
Scandinavian vowel is pronounced with greater lip narrowing, so that its sound approximates to
that of the regular close 6 (the mid vowel). 2) Front-round to unrounded (page...
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