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***** Breast cancer is the second most common malignancy of women. The American Cancer Society estimates that in the U.S. in 2009, 67,280
women will have been diagnosed with new cases of in situ cancer, 192,370 women will have been newly diagnosed as having invasive breast cancer,
and there will be 40,170 deaths due to this disease. In the general population, the cumulative risk of being diagnosed with breast cancer by age 70 is
estimated to be 6 (lifetime risk of 13 ). Ductal carcinoma, including ductal carcinoma in situ (DCIS), is the most common malignancy of the breast. It
arises within the ducts of the breast. DCIS is early breast cancer confined to the inside of the ductal system, and invasive (also called infiltrating)
ductal carcinoma is a later stage that has broken through the walls of the ducts and invaded nearby tissues. Lobular carcinoma is similar to ductal
carcinoma, first arising in the terminal ducts of the lobules and then invading through the walls of the ducts and into nearby tissues. Atypical
lobular hyperplasia (ALH) and lobular carcinoma in situ (LCIS) are caused by abnormal cellular proliferation within the terminal ducts of the
lobules. The two conditions are distinguished primarily by the degree to which the ducts are filled by cells. Women diagnosed with ALH or LCIS are at
elevated risk of developing an invasive carcinoma in the future. Other types of benign breast abnormalities that have been linked to an elevated risk
of invasive carcinoma or a finding of associated invasive carcinoma upon excision are atypical ductal hyperplasia (ADH), papillary lesions, and
radial scars. Breast cancer is usually first detected by feeling a lump on physical...
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