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**xxx Excerpt from Memorial Address Before the Graduates of Yale University: June 24, 1890 What an interesting day that autumn day was, when
viewed as the opening of the coining time. It was the beginning of a life-course, whose record will ever remain as a cherished possession of this
home of learning. The youth, who passed within the gates as its hours were closing, was in later years the man whom we revered as he walked
along his scholarly and Christian way, beneath the elms, and ever turned our thoughts to the higher things. We may trace the influences which
rested upon him as he entered on his College life as far back as the earliest days of the College history. In the year 1709, his great-grandfather on the
paternal side took his Bachelor s degree from the Collegiate school which had been founded only nine years before. Eleven years later, in 1720, his
ancestor of the same generation on the maternal side, was sent forth as a young graduate to begin his illustrious career. It seems more than a fancy
or a dream of the imagination that, from these two men, there came down, through the century that intervened, the power which made his life
what it was, and was to be. The intellectual and spiritual force which dwelt in Jonathan Edwards, and constituted the grand inheritance that he
gave to his children, may well have passed, in somewhat of its fullness, to this descendant of his family, as it had done to others in an earlier
generation. And the inspiration of the genuine spirit of the College itself could scarcely have failed to come to him...
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