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convinced, gentlemen, that no personal merit of mine has elicited this appointment, but that it has been conferred on the State which I in part have
the honor to represent. Bringing with me to this station but little more than the will to dedicate my best exertions to its duties, and being but slightly
conversant with parliamentary rules, | should have shrunk with self-distrust from the task, were | not sustained by the hope, that the generosity
which prompted your choice will not be withheld, but that your liberal indulgence and co-operation will be extended to me, and that, over the errors
I may commit, in discharge of the arduous and multiform duties of this station, the broad mantle of your forbearance and charity will be thrown.
Deeply penetrated with the importance of this Convention, and viewing it as auspicious of the safety and permanency of our free institutions, | am
convinced that that indulgence and good feeling the Chair invokes for itself will be extended to all its members. In an assembly like the present - so
numerous, so patriotic, and so talented - the necessity of harmony and order, to give efficacy to our proceedings, must be apparent. The eyes,
gentlemen, of the whole nation are upon you and your deliberations; and | am sure that nothing will characterize them but zeal, concert, and
union. Coming, as you do, warm from the bosom of your constituents - from the North, the South, the East, and the West - animated by one
motive,...
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