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with picturesque fisher-craft, the torches of which shine by night like glow-worms among the outlying forts; far away to the west loom the goblin-
haunted heights of Oyama, and beyond the twin hills of the Hakone Pass-Fuji-Yama, the Peerless Mountain, solitary and grand, stands in the centre
of the plain, from which it sprang vomiting flames twenty-one centuries ago.1 For a hundred and sixty years the huge mountain has been at peace,
but the frequent earthquakes still tell of hidden fires, and none can say when the red-hot stones and ashes may once more fall like rain over five
provinces.So Oishi Kuranosuke and his forty-six companions began to lay their plans of vengeance against Kotsuke no Suke; but the latter was so
well guarded by a body of men lent to him by a daimio called Uyesugi Sama, whose daughter he had married, that they saw that the...
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